
The big question is 
whether Roy Mason will run 
this weekend 's P .E. I. 
Marathon . Ma son, of 
Charlottetown, says he has 
not made his final decision 
as to whether or not to run 
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Sunday. Mason is cyriently 
the leading runner' on the 
P.E.I. Grand P),ix of Road 
Racing but hjs'heavy racing 
schedule over the summer 
may have left him too 
draine<:i1or the marathon . 

is 26 miles 385 yards in length. 
The entries this year have 

come largely from the 
Maritimes and Xew EnglancL 
P E.I. has 36 entran_. .'0 
Scotia 22.. .. ~ B . 1 

the L_. ~ 

ttemptlng First Mara tho" 
- ey a fa miliar figure at Island 

.ill be a ttempting his first mara thon at the 
.1. Roadrunners Marathon on Sunday, Sep
ber 14. 

Cah in, a resident of Summerside, will be one of a 
ber of runner.s who will be taking their first 

crack at the 26 mile, 385 yard distance. The race 
begins at Cavendish at 12 noon and finishes in 

in front of Province House. 
-P.E.I. Roadrunners' :Photo 
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The theme of the banquet will 
be a tribute to P .E.I. ·s running 
forefathers. Ballem, who has a 
keen interest in sport history, 
"ill be elaborating on this 
theme by focusing on the 
careers of such Island runners 

1tI> .~ ...... .,. as Michael Thomas, Barney 
-"I\i-"'~" Francis and John Paul. 

Ballem is now the head of the 
undergraduate recreation divi
sion of the school of physical 
education a t Dalhousie niver
sity_ 

Prior to 1978 be was 
employed by the P .E.I. depart
ment of education as a ph) 'cal 
education and recrea ' 00 coo-

~!i'iII_ sultant. He was also e ex

bas been training for several 
months with the marathon in 
mind and wants to give it a 

ecutiYe secretary of the P. E .l. 
School_-\thletic :~a ' OIL 

He bas done extensive 
research on the de\'elopment of 
sport in P .E .I. and wrote his 
masters ' thes is on the 
Abegweit Amateur Athletic 
Association 0884-1914) entitled 
Reflections on a Sport Dynasty. 

Tickets to the banquet are 
Ivailable to the general public. 
- are going for $7.50 per 

and must be reserved by 
since only a limited 
will be available at 

rganlzers 8t _ 
Second Annual Run 

doo:-. 
11 ets can be obtained from 

uport P .E.I. at 894-8879. 



Island nati ve Charles 
Ballem will be the guest 
speaker at the P .E.I . 
Roadrunnl"rs larathon 
Banquet to be held Saturday, 

eptember 13. at the C()n-
federation Centre i~ 
Charlottetown. 

The theme or the ba ... e
will be a tribute 0 P E I:s 
running forefathers. BaUem 
who has a keen bterest in 
sport history , will be 
elaborating on this theme by 
focusing on the careers of such 
Island runners as Michael 
Thomas, Barney Francis and 
John Paul. 

Ballem is now the head of 
the Undergraduate 
Recreation Division of the 
School of Physical Educa tion 
at Dalhousie University. 

Prior to 1978 he was em
ployed by the P .E.I. Depart
ment of Education a_ a 
phy ical educatior:; a-:: 
recreation consulta-- P 
also the Exec 

'ofthePE- = 



pectators n re 
a oners' Lonliness 

\,'ou1d someone feel lonely if 
he or she were to watch the 
P .E.!. Roadrunners Mara thon 
on Sunday, September 14? 

Notifspectators come out to 
watch the race the way they 
did last year. 

It is almost commonplace 
now to see pictures of 
thousands of runners at the 
major marathons gathered at 
starting lines , ready to run the 
26 mile 385 yard distance. 
What is oiten overlooked in 
those photos is the si.ze of the 
crowds that watch the races . 

In Boston each spring, 
spectators line the sides of 
the roads for almost all of the 
route of the Boston :\1arathon. 
Bostonians perch on roof tops, 

ceo 

trees and peer over 
of people to watch the 

This year an estimated two 
people watched the 
Mara thon . That's 

than attended all of the 
home games for the year of 
the hockey Bruins and 
basketball Celtics combined. 

In Canada there are also 
signs that marathons are 
becoming popular occasions 
for spectators. The Labatts 
Toronto Marathon attractEd 

more than ,a quarter million 
spectators last October and 
Ottawa's National Capital 
Marathon was watched by an 
estimated one third of that 
City's population. 

So what is the attraction in 
watching a marathon? 

Firstof all, there is the race. 
Often the lead changes several 
times during the day. With 
such a long distance to be 
covered, the outcome can 
never be taken for granted. 
Marathons make suspenseful 
races and are interesting to 
watch for that reason alone. 

But the more important 
reasons are the people who 
run marathons and the 
distance itself. 

The 26-mile, 385-yard length 
of marathons represents a 
challenge that perks the 
curiosity of ma.ny . The 
thought of people covering 
that distance on foot in as little 
as a few hours fires the 
imagination. 

Then there are the people 
themselves. Spectators in
stinctively recognize the 
magnitude of effort that each 
runner is putting out and 
identify with their will to beat 
back the weariness and pain 
and reach the finish line. 

There is sa tisfaction in 
tching people IlS they 

r1vprC'l1,rnP physical limitations 
a remarable goaL 

ar winners and there 
in a marathon 

but there are no losers, 
runner records a 

victory over 
nce, doubt and fatigue. 
e P.E.!. Roadrunners 
invites you to come out 

nd wa tch the runners in the 
econd Annual P .E.I. 

Marathon on 
Sunday, September 14. 

The course begins in the 
National Park at CavendiSH 
and passes through North 
Rustico, South Rustico, Oyster 
Bed Bridge, ~orth Milton, 
:\Iilton, the Lower Malpeque 
Road and 'West Royalty before 
finish' g at the foot of 
l'" 'rr Averr e in front of 
p.,..,,,"-;''''''''' -House.. 

starts at 12 noon. 


