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• 
_ e :>:s. Roadrunner-

~.a'.-e announced lhat two
l e Bas on . laralhon winner 
Johnny ~lile and former 
Lland- 10 mile champion 
ralJace Rodd have been 

named as the ational and 
Provincial Patrons for the 

econd Annual P .E .I. 
Roadrunners 1aralhon. 

_. re are extremely pleased 
o ba 'e two runner who have 

_e _ cb high tandard of 
I excellence act as our 
patrons," said Don Harley, 
President of the P .E .I. 
Roadrunners Club. 

The 74 year old Miles, who 
now lives in Hamilton Ontario 

who was raised in Cape 
, is one of Canada' s all 

best marathoners . 
As an unheralded 21 yea r 

old, Miles shocked the running 
world by winning the 1926 
Boston Marathon in the record 
time of 2 hours 25 minutes and 
40 seconds. 

In that race , his first 
ma ra thon , the unknown 
Sydney Mines native ran head 
to hea d during the early 

of the race with the 
favoured Clarence De

r , who would eventually 
win seven Boston Marathons, 
and Al bin Stenroos, the 1924 
Olympic gold medalist. 

o one had expected the 
Canadian lad to keep up with 
the favourites, but after he left 
DeMar behind in the heart
break hills and passed 

fenroos at the 22 mile mark, 
there was no doubt that Miles 
wa_ the strongest runner of 
the day. 

Wes ran only three times in 
Boston, and was the winner on 
two of those occasions . In 1929 

handily beat DeMar to 
enhance his reputation as one 
of :\orth America ' s best 
maralhoners of the day. 

Johnny ;\liles also competed 
in two Olympics, with a ninth 

finish in 1928, and the 
Empire Games, where 

. on a bronze medal in 1930. 
. iles still returns 

to :\ ova Scotia to 
e annual Johnny 

-"'G.llion. named in his 
- - Glasgow_ It 

ilia- mem
P -=-. T . ~~n~r:'nn". 

ed For Second Annual 
oadr nners Race 

Island.. he does recall pleasant 
\' i i to P.E .I. 

The Provincial Patron, 
Wallace Rodd of Charlot
tetown, was al so at his 
competitive peak during the 
la te 1920 's and early 1930's. 

fifth in the Halifax IO mile 
road race in 1932 and third in 
that race in 1933. 

During the 1931 to 1933 
peried he won the Patriot .10 
mile road race in Charlot
tetown three consecutive 
yea rs . 

Mr. Rodd acted as the 
starter for the First Annual 
P.E.I. Roadrunners Marathon 
last year . 

He was also victor.ious in the 
IO mile Kelly and McInnis 
road race in Charlottetown in 
1931 and 1932. 

The position of Na tional and 
Provincial Pa trons are 
honourary positions intended 
to highlight the support that 
the Marathon has received 
from distinguished individuals 
from across the country. 

The Second Annual P.E. I. 

Mr. Rodd also placed well in 
regional races . In 1933 he won 
the Roy Oliver road race in 
New Glasgow N.S. He finished 

Roadrunners Marathon will 
be held on Sunday September 
14. The 26 mile 385 yard route 
begins in Ca vendish and 
finishes in Charlottetown . 

A Brief History' Of 
The Marathon 

Is any long road race a 
marathon '! Not quite. The 
marathon has a history a nd 
tradition all of its own. 

The inspiration for the 
marathon dates back to a 
legend from ancient Greece. 

During their wars with the 
Sparta ns , the Athenians 
fough t an impor tant battle 
just twenty-two mile.s outside 
their capital city. Against 
overwhelming odds they won 
the battle and, in order to 
inform the people' of Athena , 
sent a messenger on foot back 
to the city. 

T hat m. e sse n g e r , 
PMidippides, raced to Athens 
where before the King he 
delivered the crucia l news . 

"Rejoice, we conquer! " he 
procla imed. Pheidippides 
then promptly dropped dead. 

The name of the place he 
ran from was Marathon. 

Many centuries later this 
fea t was commemorated in 
lhe firSt Olympics in. Greece. 
A. road race. known as the 
mara!.hon. \1;a beld 0 retrace 

al from 
T 

marathon has been part of 
every Olympics since and has 
become one of the major 
sporting events of our time. 

During the years im
mediately following 1896, the 
marathon was a long road 
race of unspecified distance. 

At the 1908 Olympics in 
London, England decided to 
s tart the race at Windsor 
Castle and to have the finish 
line in front of the Royal Box 
in the Olympic stadium. The 
distance turned out to be 26 
miles 385 yards . That leng~h , 
,es tablished due to a -"Royal 
whim," was later adopted as 
the official distance of the 
marathon. 

The marathon has become 
popular the world over with 
cha mpions being produced 
from each continent. 

The current world record 
time is just over two hours and 
eight minutes and is held by 
Australian Derek Clayton. 

The P .E .1. Roadrunners are 
proud 0 have brought the 
mara thon tradi -on to Prince 
EcW ard I land. 



oadrunners Pic 
Theme For Marathon 

Organizers for the Second 
Annual P.E.I. Roadrunners 
Marathon have announced 
tha t the theme for the 
associated events connected 
with the race will be "a tribute 
to P.E.I.'s running 
forefathers" . 

The marathon itself will be 
held on Sunday September 14 
starting in the National Park 
at. Cavendish and covering 26 
miles , 385 yards, to Province 
House in Charlottetown. 

During the week before the 
marathon and at the banquet. 
the Club will be publicizing 
some of the achie\'ements of 
past Island runners. 

Road racing was once one of 
the most popular sports in 
P.E .I., attracting thousands of 
spectators to watch rughly 
competitive races. 

Runners such as Michael 
Thomas, now in the P .E.I. 
Sports Hall of Fame, Harry 
Harley and members of the 
Abegweit Club establi_hed 
high standards of excellence 
early in the 1900's. 

In 1909, the Patriot 10 _ . e 
Road Race in Charlottetown 
drew extensive front page 
coverage. The account of tha 
race included comments ~uch 
as the following: 

"As the three foremo_l 
runners . . . sped through the 
human avenue (of spec
tators ), the excitement grew 
in intensity and the thronging 
thousands swayed and surged 

like the tumultuous wa\'E~s 0 
the stormy ocean." 

The story went on to note 
that, " besides the :'Ilarket 
Square, which was crowded 
with people, the idewalks and 
street from . \-- ? :-
Roadway 
thronged. 
were on the 
from offices 
telegraph es 

Island rna 
early era 

nter 
When the starter 

Sunday for the seco 
P .E.I. Roadrunners :,Iara~ 
there will be several local f1TIl 

in that race. 
Registrar Lance Miron said -.' ere 

are 37 entrants registered as 
Monday and six of those are from 
east of Charlottetown. Claire Birch 
of Vernon Bridge who ran the 
marathon last year in 3 hrs. and 'l:l 
mins. has entered the race which 
begins at Cavendish and ends at 
Province House in Charlottetown. 

;;o __ .~...:..:their first marathon ap-



Melvin Kaney MacDonald, 
one of P.E.I. 's best long 
dIstance runners· of the 1920's 
will be the official starter fo; 
the second annual P.E.I. 
Roadrunners Marathon on Sun
day. 
. Mr. MacDonald enjoyed con

sIderable success in road runn
ing during the 1924 to 1930 
geriod. 

In 192'; be finished second in 
the Ed Acorn Four-_ . e Race 
in Cb·to\m. The race was part 
of the Olympic trials of that 
year. 

He won tile 9-mile Kensington 
to Summerside race in 1927 and 
was a member of the winning 
12-man relay team in the Sum
merside to eh'town race that . 
same year. Members of that 
team included such top Island 
runners as Barney Francis, 

aneyMacDonald 
Official Starter For 

P.E.I. Marathon 
Melvin (Kaney ) Mac-

Donald, one of P .E.I. 's best 
long distance runners of the 
1920'S, will be the official 
s tar ter for the second annual 
P .E .I. Roadrunners Marathon 
on Sunday. 
M~ . MacDonald enjoyed 

considerable success in road 
running during the 1924 to 1930 

such top Island runners as 
Barney Francjs, George 
Walker, Elliot McGuigan and 
Housie Doyle. 

In the Halifax Mail-Star 
mile race of 1930, Kaney 
placed as the top Islander and 
11th overall. He had a 
impressive time of 58 UUUUlet:",. 

in that race. 
Kaney also went on to have 

a successful boxing career. 
1.r. MacDonald is now 

years old and is a resident 
Ch' town. 

The P .E . I. Roadru.nners 
Club are pleaSed to have lli. 
llicDonald a s the starter 
since be' a long distance 
runner from the pas . The 
theme for -- year's P .E .I. 
R.aocbmners -illIratho 

- - P E _ :5 .£UJ:Iill:.JJ,g 

George Walker , Elli ot 
McGuigan and Housie Doyle. . 

In the Halifax Mail-Star 10-
mile race of 1930, Kaney placed 
as the top Islander and 11th 
overall. He had a very im
pressive time of 58 minutes in 
that race. 

Kaney also went on to have a 
successful boxing career. 

Mr. ~1acDonald is now 75 
years 0 d and is a resident of 
Ch'W'InJ_ 

The P.E-I. Roadrunners Club 
are pleased to have .ilr. Mac
Donald as the starter since he 
is a long distance runner from 
the past. The theme for this 
year 's P .E.I. Roadrunners 
Marathon is a "Tribute to 
P.E.I. 's Running Forefathers". 
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